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in every house. Phillips refused to allow these
fellows to come inside his door; on which the
house was attacked and its owner killed: Before
he fell, Phillips had shot two of his assailants dead.
His house was burned to the ground, along with
many other dwellings; and "every free-soiler who
could be found in Leavenworth was put on board
a steamer and sent down the river. 4

Yet the New Englanders rallied to their flag,
with growing numbers and glowing passions; be-
coming genuine settlers on the land, which the
Missouri men were not. Here, and elsewhere, it
has been shown that slavery, as a social system,
lacked the solid fibre of a colonising power. Slaves
could not work the prairie land to profit; negroes,
toiling under a master's eye and whip, require
the rich soils of Mississippi and Alabama. With
a pistol in one hand, a hoe in the other, these stout
New Hampshire and Massachusetts lads fought on,
toiled on, not only until they had gained a fair
majority in the ballot-boxes, but won a full
ascendancy in the open field.

One of the comic incidents of this war was the
Battle of Black Jack, when Captain Clay Pate,
(ominous name!) a Virginian, who gave himself
airs as a professional soldier, put himself at the head